Enjoying God’s Presence

The Attributes of God

If we want our heart and mind to increasingly reflect the heart and mind of Jesus, the most important thing to adjust is our relationship with God and our thoughts about the person of God. Dallas Willard writes, “The single most important thing in our mind is our idea of God.”
 A.W. Tozer concurs, “That our idea of God corresponds as nearly as possible to the true being of God is of immense importance to us.”
 

The best way to conform our thoughts to the truth of God’s character is to read and meditate on Bible verses that reveal his character. 
Some Key Verses Describing the Attributes of God 
1. 
Immutable, Unchangeable
Memorize
: 
James 1:17 or Malachi 3:6.  

Read


:
Hebrews 13:8, Exodus 34:6, 7, Psalm 33:11; 102:27–29; 119:89, 90, 152, Isaiah 14:24–27; 40:8.

2. 
Independent, Self-Existent
Memorize
: 
John 5:26.  

Read

: Psalm 33:8–11; 36:10, Isaiah 46:10; 64:8, Jeremiah 18:1–10, Daniel 4:35, Acts 17:25, Romans 11:34–36.
3. 
Omnipresent, Great  


Memorize
: 
Jeremiah 23:24.  

Read
: 
Psalm 11:4–7; 34:16–18; 139:2–12; 145:18, Proverbs 15:3, Jeremiah 23:23, 24, Acts 17:28, Exodus 25:8, 1 Kings 8:27, Isaiah 57:15; 59:1, 2.
4. 
Eternal  


Memorize
: Psalm 90:2 or 102:28.   


Read
: Psalm 90:1–27; 102:25–28, Job 38:1–4, 1 Timothy 6:16, Hebrews 1:8–12.
5. 
Omniscient, Wise  


Memorize
: 
Job 31:4, Hebrews 4:13.  


Read
:
1 Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 16:9, Matthew 6:8, Psalm 139:1–6, 15, 16; 104:24; 147:5, Isaiah 40:13, 14, Jeremiah 10:12–16; 17:9, 10, 1 John 3:20, Proverbs 9:10, Romans 11:33, 1 Corinthians 1:18–25.

6. 
Truthful (Honest, Faithful)

Memorize
: 
John 17:3.  


Read
: 
Deuteronomy 32:4, Exodus 34:6, Jeremiah 10:10, Psalm 36:6, John 3:33; 14:6; 17:17, Romans 3:3, 4, 1 John 5:20.
 

7. 
Holy 


Memorize
: 
1 Peter 1:15.  


Read
:
Leviticus 11:44, 45, Exodus 15:11; 19:5, 6, 23, 24, Psalm 33:21, Isaiah 5:16; 6:3–5, John 17:19, Hebrews 12:14, Revelation 15:4.
8. 
Righteous, Just (Wrath, Jealous)  


Memorize
: 
Deuteronomy 4:24.  

Read
: 
Genesis 18:25, Deuteronomy 9:19; 16:22; 32:4, 16, 1 John 2:1, Psalm 45:8; 62:12, 13, Romans 1:18; 2:5; 5:9; 12:9, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, John 3:36; 5:22, 23, Exodus 20:5, Hebrews 12:28, 29, 2 Corinthians 5:9–11, Acts 17:30, 31, Luke 18:1-8, Amos 5:24.
9. 
Good (Loving, Gracious, Compassionate, Patient)


Memorize
: 
Psalm 34:9. 

Read
:
Mark 10:18, Psalm 33:5; 51:3; 84:12; 89:2, 3; 145:8, 9; 107:1, 1 John 4:7, 8, Ephesians 2:4–7, Romans 8:32; 11:22, Matthew 5:44–48.

10. Sovereign, Providence

Memorize
: 
Psalm 24:1, Acts 2:23, or Proverbs 21:1. 

Read
:
1 Chronicles 29:11, 12, Psalm 24:1; 47:8; 50:9–12; 104:21–35; 115:3, Job 1:12; 2:6; 12:7–10, Matthew 6:30; 10:29-31, Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:17, Proverbs 16:1, 9; 19:21; 21:1, 30, Acts 2:23; 4:27, 28, Ephesians 1:11, John 19:11, Romans 9:11–18, Genesis 18:14.
11. Glorious, Majestic  


Memorize
: 
1 Corinthians 10:31 or John 1:14.  

Read
:
Numbers 14:21, Leviticus 9:6, 23, 24, Exodus 24:16, 17; 33:18-23, Psalm 96:6; 104:1, 2; 8:2–10, Isaiah 40:12–31, 2 Corinthians 3:7–11, 18, Titus 2:13, 1 John 1:5, 1 Timothy 6:16, John 1:4; 3:19.
Elements of Nature Can Serve as Reminders for Us
1)
Clouds: Jesus’ promised return in the clouds.
(Acts 1:9-11, 1 Thes. 4:17). 

2)
Dark clouds: God’s wrath (2 Chron. 6:1).

3)
Fog: God’s glory filling the temple (1 Kings. 8:10, 11).

4)
Trees: the tree of live and/or joy and growth that God gives (Rev. 22:2, Yes. 55:12, Ps. 52:10).

5)
Mountains: the Lord’s majesty (Ps. 76:4).

6)
Large rocks: God’s protection (Ps. 31:2-3).

7)
Water: the living water Jesus gives, that flows from within his followers (John. 7:37–39).

8)
Plants, rocks, or any created thing: longing for Jesus’ return (Rm. 8:19, 20).

9)
Wars and rumors of war: signs of Jesus’ return (Matt. 24:6, 14, Rev. 19:11–21).
Reminders Related to Our Five Senses
1)
Sight: we will soon see Jesus’ face (1 John 3:2). 

2)
Hearing: for example, bird songs as a reminder of God’s care for his children (Matt. 10:29-31). 

3)
Smell: becoming the fragrance of Christ
(2 Cor. 2:14).

4)
Taste: “Taste and see...” (Ps. 34:8).

5)
Touch: the wind of God’s Spirit (Acts. 2:2), Jesus’ touch of love and healing (Luke 6:19, Mark. 10:13).


Richard Baxter writes, “In all things you see, remember that He who is unseen reveals himself through them. He shines on you through the sun, when you are cold he warms you with fire, and he upholds you with the earth. See him in all things through the eyes of faith!”

Colors as Reminders of God’s Truth

The colors of objects around us can be very useful as reminders, because there’s always something around with some color. Though we may not continually make use of these reminders, colors can be useful signs to remind us of the Lord and his kingdom. 
1)
white: holiness
2)
red: the blood of Jesus
3)
blue: the ocean of God’s love
4)
black: sin and eternal darkness
5)
green: the growth of God’s kingdom
6)
gray: the cloud of the Holy Spirit’s power 

7)
brown: the fertile soil of a human heart
8)
silver: pure motivations (1 Cor. 3:12)
9)
yellow: God’s light
10) 
orange – the fruit of the Spirit

11)
purple: God’s majesty and sovereignty
12)
clear, translucent: God’s omnipresence
13)
tan: God’s omniscience
Various Activities as Reminders of God’s Truth
 
Each person can consider and establish for themselves the most common activities in their life or most useful as reminders when they occur in everyday life. Here are a few examples. 
1) 
Washing dishes or cleaning up/mowing the yard: heart being cleansed by the blood of Jesus 
2)
Going to work: surrendering the place and the work to the Lord (Col. 3:23).

3) 
Stopping at a red light: an opportunity for brief intercession.

4) 
Traffic jam: an opportunity for brief intercession and more extensive spiritual warfare. 

5)   What are some of your most common activities, and ways you they could remind you of God and His Kingdom?
� Renovation of the Heart, 100.


� The Knowledge of the Holy, 10.


� 	Richard Baxter, "Of the Knowledge of God", ibid., hlm. 237.   
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