


Biblical Perspectives on Interpreting the Bible – DBS
Trainer’s version

Section 1: Essential Truths about God’s Word
Read Psalm 19:7-15.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?


Read Matthew 7:24-27.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Psalm 1:1-6.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read 2 Timothy 2:15.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
[“All Scripture” =  every part, every type of literature
“God-breathed” = God is the originator of Scripture; he knows the accurate and best interpretation.]
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· Who should we aim to see being shaped by God’s word? 
[Both ourselves and others]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Revelation 22:18-19.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word (specifically this book of Revelation)? 
· What does this passage tell us about God’s perspective on the words he has spoken?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Hebrews 1:1-2.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us about the relationship between God’s messages before Christ (the OT) and his messages through and after Christ (the NT)?
· What difference will this make as we interpret passages from anywhere in the Bible?
[We should always watch for how every Scripture in some sense points to Christ. He’s the center of it all.]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read John 16:13.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us about the Holy Spirit’s role as we read God’s word?
· How do you plan to obey this truth whenever you read or teach God’s word?

Read Proverbs 27:17.
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about the best way to study God’s word?
· What advantages can you see in studying God’s word in this way?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Acts 17:11.
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· How did the Bereans study the Scriptures – alone or together?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Hebrews 4:12.
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· Why is it able to do these things?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Matthew 28:19-20.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· How is God’s word relevant to these commands?
[The Bible is essential to making disciples, teaching them to obey all He commanded.]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?




Section 2: Seven Questions for Good Understanding and Application 
of the Bible

Q 1. What kind of literature is this passage?  
Review 2 Timothy 2:15.
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
The Bible contains many different types of literature. 
Read, for example, Leviticus 19:27 and John 15:17. 
· Why is it important to recognize which type of literature we are reading? 

The eight most common types of literature are: 
1. Stories 
2. Law
3. Poetry (especially Psalms and Proverbs)      
4. Prophecy       
5. Sayings of Jesus       
6. Parables of Jesus       
7. Letters or Epistles       
8. Apocalyptic (especially the book of Revelation)
Q 2. What does the context of this passage tell us that we need to know? 
(What verses or chapters before and/or after this passage help us understand its meaning? How does it fit in the context of the whole book? How does it fit in the context of all Scripture pointing us to Jesus?)
Read Deuteronomy 29:29.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us that God wants us to do with his word?
· What is the importance of the word “all” in this verse (biblical context)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Q 3:   What was God saying through this passage to the original audience?
Read 2 Peter 1:19-21.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· How does this passage describe the relationship between God as the originator of Scripture, and human authors of Scripture?
· How will this understanding affect your interpretation of what human authors were communicating to their original audience?
· In light of this passage, what role does God intend the Holy Spirit to play in your interpretation of Scripture?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Q 4:   What general principle does God intend through this passage for all times, people and cultures?
Read 1 Peter 1:24-25.
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· As we read biblical messages given for specific people and contexts, how can we identify what parts are meant only for that context? How can we discern God’s eternal principles, which are true and relevant for all cultures and all people?
· What role does the Holy Spirit have in this process?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q 5:   What does God want me to obey? (I plan to…)
Read James 1:22-25.
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us about taking action based on God’s word? 
· What role does God intend the Holy Spirit to play in your obedience to Scripture?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Q 6:   What might God want our community of believers to obey together?
Read Hebrews 10:23-25.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s word?
· What does this passage tell us about the importance of other believers for our growth in Christ?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Q 7:   How does God want me to effectively convey the truths of this passage to people around me (believers and unbelievers)?
Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about sharing God’s word with others?
· What role does God intend the Holy Spirit to play in your sharing of his word?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Note: we can communicate more effectively to people (both believers and unbelievers) if we ask ourselves a few questions: 
· Why do they believe the way they do? 
· Why do they think the way they do? 
· What might hinder them from understanding and receiving God’s truth that I want to share?
· What things are important to them? 
· What things are interesting to them? 
· What things shape their worldview (the way they think about all of life and how things work)?
· What kinds of ideas influence them and their decision-making process? 



Section 3: Tips for Deeper Understanding
(Including Various Portions and Types of Literature in the Bible)

1. Interpreting Scripture with Scripture 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:11-13.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· If we don’t understand something in one part of God’s word, why might some other part of his word help us toward better understanding?
· What steps can we take to fill our mind and heart with God’s word, so the Spirit can easily point us to other relevant passages of Scripture?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

2. Interpreting Earlier Scriptures in Light of Later Scriptures (progressive revelation)
Read Matthew 5:17-22, 27-42.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about Jesus’ relationship to the Old Testament law?
· What is the difference between abolishing something and fulfilling it?
[Something abolished no longer has any relevance; something fulfilled has ongoing value. Jesus fulfilled the law by obeying it perfectly (never sinning – John 8:46). Jesus also fulfills the law in three different ways, which we’ll see in the LAW section:
1. As the final sacrifice for sin, he fulfilled the sacrificial law.
2. As the author of a new global holy nation, he fulfilled the laws for the nation Israel. 
3. As the giver of new hearts and the Spirit, he enabled God’s people to obey God’s eternal moral law.]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Malachi 3:6.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· Review Hebrews 1:1-2 and Matthew 5:17, 21-22.
· How shall we understand the will of an unchanging God who gives new revelation in Scripture that updates earlier revelation?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read Luke 16:18 and 1 Corinthians 7:10-11, 25-26.
· What do these passages show us about how the Apostle Paul applied Jesus’ teaching to situations in the early church?
· What conclusions can we draw about developing a systematic overview of the Bible’s teaching and application, as we study the Old Testament, the Gospels and the NT Letters?
[NT interprets OT. Letters interpret Gospels.]

3. Interpreting Stories 
Read 1 Corinthians 10:6-11.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s reasons for recording the Old Testament stories in the Bible?
· What does God want us to do when we hear or read a story in the Bible?
[Learn from the examples – things to imitate or avoid]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Romans 4:18-24, note especially verse 20.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about God’s reasons for recording Abraham’s story in the Bible?
· What response does God hope will arise in us (in relationship to him) when we hear or read a story in the Bible?
[Be strengthened in faith and give God glory]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read John 21:25.
· What does this passage tell us about God?
· What does this passage tell us about people?
· What does this passage tell us about the information included (and not included) in John’s Gospel?
· What does this teach us about all the stories recorded in the Bible (and their relationship to the Bible’s message as a whole)?
· What difference does this make as we interpret stories in the Bible?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through this passage?

Read Genesis 38:6-30 and 1 Corinthians 10:6-13.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· Why do you think God included in the Bible stories of the sinful behavior of important people like the ancestors of King David and Jesus the Messiah?
· How can the Bible help us discern which parts of stories are positive examples to follow and which things are negative examples to avoid?
· What difference does this make as we interpret stories in the Bible?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read Romans 15:4; Romans 4:23-24; Psalm 102:18; 1 Corinthians 9:9-11 and 
Review 1 Corinthians 10:11 and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· What questions do these verses encourage us to ask when we read any stories in the Bible (about the story’s immediate context, its place in the context of salvation history revealed throughout the Bible, and possible applications to us personally and our group’s situations)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

4. Interpreting Law
Read Gal 3:19-25 and Psalm 1:1-2.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· What do these passages tell us about God’s reasons for giving the Old Testament laws to Moses (as recorded mainly in Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy)?
· What do these verses tell us about appropriate interpretation and application to us in Christ? 
[The law can help us understand sin, but its goal is to lead us to Christ. So we’re not directly bound by the OT law.]
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read Romans 10:4; Hebrews 10:1-14; Hebrews 9:11-14 and Hebrews 7:18-19, 22.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· What do these passages tell us about God’s reasons for giving the sacrificial (ceremonial) laws in the Old Testament (Old Covenant)?
· Since the ceremonial laws have been fulfilled in Christ, what blessing does God intend us in Christ to receive from them? 
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read Deuteronomy 4:1-8; Exodus 19:3-6; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Revelation 7:9-10 and Matthew 5:17.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· What do the Old Testament passages tell us about God’s reasons for giving the national laws to the nation of Israel?
· What do the New Testament passages tell us about God’s holy nation in Christ? 
· In what way does Jesus fulfill the national laws that were given to Israel?
· Why is this important for us in Christ as we interpret Israel’s national laws? How can we find appropriate applications to our lives as God’s holy nation/people, wherever we live?  
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Review Matthew 5:17-20 and read Psalm 119: 137-138, 142 and Romans 2:12-16.
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· What does Romans 2:14-15 tell us about the relationship between God’s moral law and human consciences?
· What standard will God use when he judges all humanity?
· Does God still expect obedience to his moral law?

Review Matthew 5:17-20 and read Matthew 5:21-48. 
· How is Jesus’ fulfillment of God’s moral law different than his fulfillment of Israel’s ceremonial law and national law? 
· How can the New Testament help us discern the difference between the three types of laws and thus the difference in their application to us?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

5. Interpreting Poetry.
 Hebrew poetry (as found in Psalms, Proverbs and parts of a few other books) is usually expressed in pairs of lines (parallelism). The second line is related to the first line in one of the following ways: 
1. Synonymous Parallelism (repetition), in which the idea of the first line is repeated, but with different words.
Read Psalm 117:1; Psalm 118:25; Proverbs 15:30.
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people?
· How does understanding the parallelism in these verses help you understand and apply them?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

2. Antithetic Parallelism (contrast), in which the idea of the second line is contrasted with the thought in the first line. The second line often begins with the word “but.”  
Read Psalm 1:6; 11:5 and Proverbs 15:30.
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people?
· How does understanding the parallelism in these verses help you understand and apply them?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

3. Synthetic Parallelism (completion), in which the thought of the second line completes the thought of the first line. The two lines usually can’t stand alone; both are needed to complete the thought. Some key words often used or implied in synthetic parallelism are “for,” “that,” “so that,” and “because.”
Read Psalm 25:21; 116:7; Proverbs 4:2 and Ecclesiastes 4:9.
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people?
· How does understanding the parallelism in these verses help you understand and apply them?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

4. Symbolic Parallelism, in which a word picture—a metaphor—in one line illustrates the thought stated literally in the other line. The comparison words “like” or “as” are often found or implied in one of the lines. 
Read Psalm 42:1; Proverbs 10:26 and 26:18-19.
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people?
· How does understanding the parallelism in these verses help you understand and apply them?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

Hebrew poetry often uses picturesque and strong language to convey a message. Trying to interpret poetic language literally can sometimes lead to incorrect understanding. 
Read Psalm 34:15-16; 91:4; Deuteronomy 4:15-18 and Romans 1:21-23. 
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· How can you tell that the verses in Psalms contain metaphorical (not literal) descriptions of God? 
· What biblical truths are being portrayed by the poetic language in these verses from the Psalms?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

Read Psalm 46. 
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· Which verses or parts of verses contain picturesque (not literal) language? 
· What biblical truths are being conveyed by the poetic language in these verses?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

6. Interpreting Proverbs. 
A proverb is a short, memorable summary of a general truth. It is not an absolute or universal truth or a guaranteed promise. Proverbs are worded to be memorable guidelines to good behavior, not to be theoretically precise. 
Read Proverbs 26:4-5; 18:22 and Proverbs 27:15-16. 
· What do these verses tell us about people?
· Why is it important to understand that God doesn’t intend these proverbs as absolute truths?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses?

7. Interpreting Prophecy 
Old Testament prophets proclaimed messages directly from God to the people of their time. To correctly interpret and apply prophetic writings, we need to remember that the prophetic messages we read were not originally given for us. The specific issues addressed are usually not the specific issues that we or the people around us are facing. Some prophecies include prediction of events that were future (including the first and second coming of the Messiah), but most focus on exhortation for the prophet’s immediate audience. We can be encouraged as we understand how God’s message for that time fits into the big picture of salvation history. And as we compare their situation to ours, we can draw timeless principles (relevant for all times and cultures) that will help us obey God’s will for us in Christ. 
Read Isaiah 45:1-13. 
· What parts of these verses are specific to Isaiah’s context and not directly relevant to your context?
· What do some of these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people (that are as true in your context as they were in Isaiah’s context)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

Read Jeremiah 11:1-8. 
· What parts of these verses are specific to Jeremiah’s context and not directly relevant to your context?
· What things mentioned in these verses are similar but different for God’s people today under the New Covenant in Christ? (Remember the earlier lesson about “Interpreting Earlier Scriptures in Light of Later Scriptures.”)
· What do these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about God’s eternal will for his people (things as true in your context as in Jeremiah’s context)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

Read Isaiah 30:12-22. 
· What parts of these verses are specific to Isaiah’s context and not directly relevant to your context?
· What things mentioned in these verses are similar but different for God’s people today under the New Covenant in Christ?
· What do some of these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people (things as true in your context as they were in Isaiah’s context)?
· What do these verses tell us about God’s eternal will for his people (things as true in your context as in Isaiah’s context)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

8. Interpreting Imprecations (Curses) on Old Testament Enemies 
Some Old Testament poetic texts use very strong language about enemies. How does God want us to understand and apply these texts?
Read Matthew 5:43-48 and Romans 12:14, 17-21. 
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· How does Jesus want us to view and treat our human enemies?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read 1 Peter 5:8-9; Ephesians 6:10-12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. 
· What do these passages tell us about God?
· What do these passages tell us about people?
· As followers of Jesus, who are our real enemies?
· How is our warfare in Christ different than the warfare of the OT nation Israel?
· How can understanding this difference help us draw timeless principles from OT texts about enemies?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these passages?

Read Psalm 139:17-24. 
· If we understand the difference between OT believers’ enemies and NT believers’ enemies, how does that understanding help us find eternal principles in these verses?
· What things mentioned in these verses are similar but different for God’s people today under the New Covenant in Christ?
· What do some of these verses tell us about God?
· What do these verses tell us about people (things that are as true in your context as they were in David’s context)?
· What do these verses tell us about God’s eternal will for his people (things that are as true in your context as in David’s context)?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7; 26:1-11 (If needed as background, also 1 Samuel 19:1-10; 23:7-14.) 
· When King Saul was clearly David’s enemy, how did David treat him?
· What does this tell us about David’s view of strong emotional language in prayer (calling on God to act) in contrast with his actions in personal relationship with his enemy?
Read Psalm 42:5-11. 
· What does this show us about honestly telling our negative feelings to God and inviting him to work?
Read Psalm 4:4; Ephesians 4:25-26, 29-32.
· What do these verses tell us about God’s will when we feel angry toward other people? 
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

9. Interpreting Picturesque Sayings of Jesus
Read Matthew 7:3-5 and 19:24. 
· Do you think Jesus intended the log and the camel to be understood literally? 
· Why do you think Jesus used such striking pictures to illustrate his point? 
As we saw with poetic language in the OT, trying to understand figurative language literally leads to incorrect understanding.
Read Matthew 5:29-30.
· What point do you think Jesus was trying to convey by using such striking language?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

10. Interpreting Parables 
Read Matthew 13:44-46.
A parable is a memorable story illustrating one main point. Focus on that main point; details are only relevant to the extent they support the main point. Make sure the main point you see agrees with the rest of biblical teaching.
· What do these two parables tell us about the kingdom of heaven?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

11. Interpreting Acts
Read Matthew 28:18-20; John 14:11-14 and Acts 1:1-2, 8.
· How do Jesus’ statements before he returned to heaven help us understand what happens in the rest of the book of Acts?
· Why do you think Luke (the author of Acts) wrote “all that Jesus began to do and to teach” (Acts 1:1)? How does the book of Acts describe a continuation of what Jesus did in the gospels?
· Look again at Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8.
· Do you see any indications that these statements were intended only for the original apostles?
· Do you see any indications that these statements were intended to apply until the end of this age?
· 
Read Acts 1:21-22; 2:1-25 and 3:13-15.
· What are some things found in Acts that are unique to that time and the new elements of salvation history being revealed at that time? 
[1. Apostles who had physically walked with Jesus and witnessed his resurrection, 
2. The Holy Spirit poured out in a new way, filling all believers, 
3. All Jews having significant prior biblical teaching from the OT; 
4. High Messianic expectation among all Jews and numerous signs that Jesus fulfilled the criteria of Messiah; 
5. Large numbers of God-fearers who wanted to follow Israel’s God but didn’t want to become Jews; 
6. The Kingdom newly breaking into non-Jewish groups – first Samaritans then Gentiles.]
· How would you summarize the difference between things in Acts that God intended to be unique to that time and things in Acts that God intended to serve as examples and patterns for his people throughout this age?
· Remembering the earlier lesson about “Interpreting Earlier Scriptures in Light of Later Scriptures,” how can the teachings in the Epistles help us discern the difference between things in Acts that God intended to be unique to that time and things in Acts that God intended to serve as examples and patterns for his people throughout this age?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

Read Acts 13:13-48; 14:8-20 and 17:16-34.
· As the gospel moved from the Jewish context into other cultural and religious contexts, how did the messengers adjust their approach in sharing the gospel?
· In light of 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, what can we learn and apply from the different approaches Paul used with different audiences in Acts?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

12. Interpreting Letters. 
Read Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2 and 1 Peter 1:1-2.
· Who were the NT letters originally written to?
· In what ways is our situation similar to theirs?
· In what ways is our situation different from theirs?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17.
· What parts of this text are specific to the situation at that time?
· What parts of this text contain principles that are applicable for all times and places in this age?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

13. Interpreting Apocalyptic Literature (especially the Book of Revelation) 
Read Revelation 1:9-11; note also Revelation 2:1-3:22.
· To whom was this message originally given?
· How is our situation the same as theirs and how is it different?
Read Revelation 1:1-3 and 22:6-7.
· What kind of message is contained in this book?
· Why was this information revealed?
Read Matthew 24:3-14; 42-44 and Acts 1:7-8.
· When Jesus talked about the end of the age, what did he say about dates and times?
· What did he say his followers should be doing as we prepare for the end of the age?
Read Revelation 12:1-17. 
· Which parts of this are difficult to interpret and which parts have a clear and useful application for us?
· What do you plan to do to obey one thing God has told you through these verses? 

For the Book of Revelation, as well as all other parts of the Bible: If the meaning of a passage is unclear, even after comparison with other Scriptures, don’t worry about it. Obey the parts of Scripture you do understand, and God will give you sufficient insight for a blessed and holy life in eternal fellowship with him.



Appendix: Shaping Doctrine

1. Base doctrine on literal statements in the Bible rather than figurative portions.
Example: Don’t use John 15:6 to start a debate about whether a believer can lose their salvation. Stick to the clear teaching in John 15:10 – that those who obey Jesus’ commands will remain in his love.
2. Base doctrine on plain statements rather than obscure ones. 
Example: 1 Peter 3:19 can be difficult to interpret, so it should not be used to contradict the clear teaching of Hebrews 9:27 and 2 Corinthians 5:8-10 that after death comes being with the Lord or judgment.
3. Base doctrine on teaching passages rather than historical ones. (Teaching passages interpret historical passages.)
Example: Acts 19:1-7 describes “disciples” who had not received the Holy Spirit when they believed. When hands were laid on them they received the Spirit and spoke in tongues. But texts such as Romans 8:9 and 1 Corinthians 12:7, 13 make it clear that all followers of Christ have received the Holy Spirit. Acts 19 describes disciples of John the Baptist who had not yet believed in Jesus. 
4. Base doctrine on all relevant passages, not just a few.
We’ve already seen the importance of “Interpreting Scripture with Scripture.” Considering as many relevant passages as possible helps us more accurately understand the mind of the Lord.
5. Emphasize what Scripture emphasizes.
We do well to focus mainly on the themes the Bible emphasizes over and over. Themes such as the glory of God, salvation through Christ’s death, the lostness of humanity apart from Christ and the truth of God’s word. God commands his people to “avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless.” (Titus 3:9)

Useful Resource: Doing Bible Interpretation: Making the Bible Come Alive for Yourself and Your People, by Larry W Caldwell
Other resources for additional reference: 
How to Understand Your Bible, by T. Norton Sterrett
How to Read the Bible for all it’s Worth, by Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart
Knowing Scripture, by R.C. Sproul
Biblical Hermeneutics by Milton Terry 
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